Christianity Versus Other Religions
	Is Christ the Only Way to God? We now live in a 'global village', a multi_faith society where exclusive claims may offend. Many adherents of other faiths are prepared to recognize Jesus as a great teacher, prophet, leader and reformer _ even perhaps as one way to God. Are we not then being arrogant, intolerant and narrowminded by suggesting he is the only way?
	First we must admit that the world's religions do have some things in common _ they all recognize a spiritual dimension and have broadly similar moral codes. But closer examination reveals a multiplicity of differences _ for example compare the teaching of the world's four major faiths (Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam) on the nature of God, man,  sin and salvation, the world and you will find many differences. They cannot all be right! Perhaps all contain aspects of the truth. Perhaps. But if one is true in an absolute sense, then it follows logically that none of the others can be also. It's one or none.  Let’s look at the differences between the major religions which we come in contact today and compare them with Christianity.
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World
Christianity (1447BC-80AD)

God is supreme being, infinite, personal Creator, loving,  interested in the affairs of mankind,	Cares about us: 
(Psalm 50:15, Matthew 11:28)

Man is made in the image of God with a personality and the ability to receive and give love, though tarnished by the fall, man is still of infinite value to God, demonstrated by God sending His only Son, Jesus Christ, to die, even while man was still in rebellion
(Romans 5:6-8; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21)

Sin is a real act of rebellion against a perfect and Holy God. All acts of transgression are ultimately acts of rebellion against the laws of God.
(Psalm 51:4, Romans 3:23)


Salvation is from a potentially eternal separation from God and cannot be obtained by any number of good deeds, but rather is given freely by God to all who will receive it.
(Ephesians 2:8,9, Titus 3:5, John 3:36)



Since the earth was created by God, it is not to be identified with Him or His eternal nature.  An entity eternally different in nature from God, not part of some universal or monistic one.
(Genesis 1:1).
Hinduism (1400BC-500AD)

God is Brahman, 3in1 (Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva), yet is undefinable, impersonal, supreme, a philosophical absolute, aloof from mankind.

Man is a manifestation of the impersonal Brahman, without individual self or self_worth.  Belongs to one of 4 castes: Brahmans (holy), Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaisyas (craftsmen), and Sudras (cleaners).





No sin against a Holy God.  Acts of wrongdoing are not done against any God but are mainly a result of ignorance. These actions (Karma) can be overcome by following the guidelines of one’s caste.

Ending the seemingly endless cycle of birth, death and rebirth (Samsara) is attained in one of three ways: knowledge, knowing one is actually a part of the ultimate Brahman and not a separate entity; devotion, love and obedience to a particular deity; or works, by following ceremonial ritual.

World is transitory and of importance to the realization of Brahman; it is an extension of Brahman, part of the absolute, pantheistic.
Buddhism (500BC)

Monistic. No personal creator and Lord. The world operates by natural power and law, not divine command, so no  existence of a personal God

Man is worthless, having only temporary existence.  Man’s body is a hindrance.  Must belong to Theravada (Indian) or Mahayana (Eastern) sects.







There is no such thing in Buddhism as sin against a supreme being.  Delighting in desires, and suffering or causing others to suffer in pain are to be avoided, and therefore can be seen as sinful.

No real need of salvation, since there is no concept of sin, thus Buddhism centres on concepts about how life should be lived, following the example of the Buddha (Siddharta Gautama), who is the enlightened one, having reached Nirvana by following the 8-fold path.


World is evil, and must be resisted by following the enlightened path of Buddha.  We are only in an transitory state here, and seek to reach ‘God consciousness’.
Islam (610AD-632AD)

God is distant, transcendent, is merciful to those who do his will, a master to be obeyed.



Man is not in relation to god = Taqwa = fear of God, Muslim is one who obeys, born as Muslim, no choice, slave








Adam’s disobedience, was forgiven & banished to earth-Why?  No relationship existed with God, so none lost.   Sin = breaking God’s law - no corruption, just weakness to Satan’s seduction.

Consequence of Sin = punishment alone, Shedding of blood doesn’t bring forgiveness (S.6:164; 53:38). Innocent cannot take place of the guilty = unjust.  So salvation is hoped for, providing the believer carries out the ‘Din’, or 5 pillars: Shahada, Salat, Sawm, Zakat, and Hajj.

World is where the Khilafa is to be created, controlled by the Caliph, Ulema, Shari’ah, Jihad = Dar-al- Islam; states role to do Da’wah, apostasy = treason.
There is a Dualistic perception: Folk Islam, Jinns

The Uniqueness of Christianity
	Christianity makes three distinct claims with which no other religion can agree with:
-The deity of Christ, i.e. Jesus is God (Jn 1:18)
-The authority of the Scriptures, i.e. The Bible is the Word of God (2 Tim 3:16)
-Salvation by grace through faith (Eph 2:8)
	Each of these claims is rooted in the teaching of Jesus and the apostles _ a denial of any is a denial of Christianity.
	That Jesus is the only way is asserted by Peter, Paul and indeed Jesus himself. (Acts 4:12; 1 Tim 2:5; Jn 14:6). Whoever does not believe in Christ stands condemned (Jn 3:18). Whoever acknowledges Christ is saved and will be acknowledged by him on the day of judgment (Mt 10:32; Lk 12:8) but whoever denies him will be denied (Mt 10:33, Mk 8:38; Lk 9:26; 12:9; 2 Tim 2:12). Anyone who is not for Christ is against him (Mt 12:30; Lk 11:23).
	The exclusive claims of Christ are based on the teaching that he is himself God. This is directly stated in at least eight passages of the NT. (Jn 1:1_2; Jn 1:18; Jn 20:28; Acts 20:28; Rom 9:5; Tit 2:13; Heb 1:8; 2 Pet 1:1) and strongly implied in others (Mt 1:23; Jn 17:3; 5; Col 2:2; 2 Thess 1:12; 1 Tim 1:17; Jas 1:1; 1 Jn 5:20).
