	WHY ISLAM?: THE LAST GREAT FRONTIER (ROMANS 15:16-21)
(Jay Smith)
Introduction:
	About 14 years ago, my wife and I went to a seminar in Philadelphia, put on by a former missionary, concerning the Muslim World.  At that time the Muslim World was approaching the 900 million population mark.  Yet roughly 2% of the entire missionary force was working with Muslims!  This disturbed us greatly, not just because there was so little being done, but because of what we had read in the scriptures, especially in Paul's letters, concerning just this kind of scenario.
	Paul was not aware of the Muslim world.  Contrary to what many Muslims say, Islam was not in existence at that time.  But Paul was aware of the strategy needed when ascertaining where we should go with the Gospel, and how.  And therefore, he spoke to this situation clearly in his letter written to the church in Rome.  It is his ideas which I would like to share with you at this time.	Let's then open our Bibles to:
	Romans 15:15-21 	
	What I would like to do today with these verses, is to answer the questions: Why should we go, Where should we go, and How should we go.

I	Why Should we go?
	Let's start then with why should we go.  This is a question that is asked not so much by Evangelical Christians but mostly by non-Christians, especially those who have rejected Christianity, who have become agnostic, or atheistic or just simply nominal in their beliefs.  They are embarrassed by our evangelistic emphasis, believing us to be pushy and overbearing, and so decry out missionary intent.  Images of the crusades, and of Colonialism are not far from their lips.
	I remember being verbally attacked vociferously by fellow-students while learning French in a language school in Paris, once they learned that I was intending to do work amongst the Muslims of Western Africa.  The most vocal individuals were those who claimed to be Christians themselves, and felt that I was giving Christianity a bad name.  I found it ironic that the only ally I had was a young Turkish Muslim, who understood the call to propagate one's faith.
	Yet, there is an immense reservoir of verses calling for missionary activity within the scriptures.  We are all familiar with the oft-quoted missionary passages found in Matthew 28:19-20, and in Mark 16:15, or in Acts 1:8.  But in this passage in Romans we can see this same intent.  In the second part of verse 16 Paul writes:
	A) vs. 16b: "so that gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God."  	Paul understood that we all needed to be acceptable to God, that we all needed to give our lives as an acceptable offering.  This included not only the Jews but the gentiles as well.
	In that same verse Paul continues this ideas by stating, "so that gentiles might be sanctified by the Holy Spirit."  These gentiles needed more than to just offer themselves to God, they needed to be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  They needed to enjoy the power of God in their lives, a power which we all could enjoy, with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Until the believers went to them, the gentiles would not be able to experience God's presence here and now.  Paul knew that the desire for all individuals was not just to wait for "a pie in the sky when we die, but to enjoy a steak on our plate while we wait."  Everyone yearns for a true relationship with God here and now.
	But, how was that to be done?  If we turn back a few chapters, we find that Paul addresses this issue in chapter 10 of Romans.
	B) In Romans 10:13,14, it says, "How can they believe to be saved unless we go to them?  How will the gentiles become an offering acceptable to God, and how will they share in the sanctification of Jesus Christ which only the Holy Spirit can give?  They will only do so once someone goes and shares the "good news" with them.
	Obviously that is where we come in.  We are the ones who have been given the good news, therefore, it is requisite on us to share it to the whole world, starting with our own Jerusalem, here in London, and our own Judea and Samaria, in those countries who share our culture, and then going to the uttermost ends of the earth and crossing cultural barriers.  That is why we need to go.

II	Where should we go?
	The next question which follows is, Where should we go?  Paul has given a clear indication already in the verses which we have just used.
	A)  We should go to the Gentiles: 
	In verse 16 we read that we are to go to the gentiles.  Yet, who are the gentiles today?  In the days when this passage was written, a gentile referred to any individual who was not a Jew.  In other words a heathen, or a pagan.  Today we don't use this word.  Therefore we would probably classify this type of individual as an unbeliever, or anyone who was not a Christian.
	Now if you were to chose a group which stands out as being the epitome of a gentile group, you would probably chose the Muslims.  They are the group which not only disagrees most vociferously with our beliefs, they, more than any other group, stand most opposed to our scriptures, and in direct opposition to our gospel.  They are what many people today describe as, "The last great frontier."
	Culturally they are possibly the most unreached people.  For instance:
	-Muslim children are obliged to attend Qur'anic schools daily at the age of 3, where they are imbibed with strict Qur'anic teachings while young and impressionable.  For the vast majority, this is the only formal teaching they will have.  Their entire world-view is formed by this isolated and stifling environment.
	-Muslims as a group distrust Christianity immensely.  They are all well tutored about the evils of the Crusades, about Colonialism by the Christian West, and the ongoing depravity of the current western world, much of which they find evidenced in the torrid western T.V. shows which they watch regularly.
	-Muslims have a strong distrust for religious criticism, and especially any critical research of their sources.  For this reason they spurn western teaching methods and it's conclusions, believing them to be instigated by Satan and his cohorts.  The example of Salman Rushdie and the `Satanic Verses,' and the more recent case of the Bangla-Deshi authoress, Taslima Nasreen, gives us a clue to their paranoia and hyper-sensitivity.
	-This same paranoia can be seen in the absolute refusal for any form of overt Christian missionary activity within their own Islamic states, preventing the true story of Jesus ever reaching their ears.
	It is for these reasons that I believe that the epitome of a gentile today is a Muslim.
	B)  We should go where Christ is not known:
 	In verse 20 we read that Paul wanted to preach the gospel where Christ is not known.  Now some of you may say that Christ is well known among the Muslims.  But is He?  For Muslims Christ is merely a prophet; in fact a prophet who has less importance than Muhammad.
	Christ's mission, they feel, was to prepare the way for Muhammad.  He failed his Mission, because, some feel, He brought glory to Himself, and thus Muhammad was called on to fulfill that which Jesus had failed.  This is not the Christ we know.  This is a perverted view of Christ.
	In fact much of what Muslims believe concerning Jesus is erroneous.  The Qur'an completely dismisses the view that Jesus was the Son of God, and scoffs at the assumption that He died on the cross, let alone that He rose from the dead.
	Even the Gospel is unknown in the Qur'an.  The Arabic word Injil refers to the supposed teachings of Christ.  Yet, these are little more than His moral announcements.  There is no teaching in the Qur'an, whatsoever, concerning the primary reason for Jesus's coming, that of restoring humanities relationship with God, by means of His atoning work.
	The true Christ, indeed, is not known.  Even the name they give to Jesus, Issa, is incorrect.  Issa is the Arabic equivalent for the Hebrew name Esau, the unsavory brother of Jacob.  The correct Arabic rendering for Jesus should be Yesua, taken from the Hebrew Yeshua, and not Issa.  Yet, nowhere in the Qur'an is this name Yesua found or used.
	Therefore, I have no qualms in saying that the true historical and Biblical Jesus is not known in Islam.  That is why Paul has called us to go to them.
	C)  We should go where no-one else is:
  	In verse 20 we also find that we are to go to those places where we would not build on another person's foundations.  
	Today there are approximately 16,000 different ethnic groups in the world.  Most of these ethnic groups are among those we term as unreached, those people who have yet to hear the gospel.  Many of them are hidden, and so unreachable by missionaries.  The majority of these unreached people live between the 10th parallel and the 40th parallel latitude, what is commonly known today as the 10/40 window.  Anthropologists contend that within this window the poorest and most isolated people of the world exist.  If you were to look at the 10/40 window, you would be struck by the number of Muslim nations which lie within it's boundaries.  In fact, one could almost say that the 10/40 window is Islamic.  It is this group of nations which have the least contact with the gospel, and which continues to be the hardest area to penetrate.
	One need only look at the statistics to see why I say this.
	In 1981 there were 817 million Muslims in the world.  By 1991, ten years later the number had risen to 850 million Muslims, which came to 1/5th of the world's total population.  Today, in 1994, the most credible authorities now put their population at over 1 billion, and rising!
	Yet, those who are amongst their midst to reach them with the gospel are hopelessly small in number and quite inadequate.  Consider: of the 138,500 Protestant missionaries worldwide, 76,120 (or 55% of the total) are working outside their own country for a year or more, while the remaining 62,382 (or 45% of the total) are working within their own culture, serving in supportive roles for overseas operations (especially in North America and Europe).  What this means is that only a small majority of all the missionaries are even going out into the world to reach those who need to hear the gospel the most.  Too many of them are staying at home.
  	It's an even bleaker picture when you take into account where the missionaries who go overseas, end up.  When one looks at where they go, we find that there are 38,000 in Asia (where 7.3% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 172,000 people), 27,000 in Africa (where 48.1% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 27,000 people), 18,000 in Latin America (where 90.9% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 28,200 people), 13,000 in Europe (where 77.2% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 52,400 people), 7,000 in the Pacific (where 66.8% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 6,700 people), and only 2,210 in the Middle East (where only 4.6% of population are Christian, thus 1 missionary for every 150,000 people).
	If we look at the Muslim world as a whole, of the 138,500 Protestant missionaries worldwide only about 1,700, or less then a trifling 2%, work among Muslims.  That gives us 1 missionary for every 550,000 Muslims!
	Now statistics can be mind-boggling at times.  So, let me explain it using Pence coins.  If we were to take a Pence to represent each Muslim in the world, and begin to lay those Pence coins side-by-side, starting from here and going east, that line of Pences would cross the English Channel continue across northern Europe, passing through Belgium, Germany, Poland, Belarus, Russia, Kazakhstan, dipping into Mongolia, and then China before slicing through the Vladivostok Peninsula, and then hopping over the Sea of Okhotsk, to intersect the Kamchatka Peninsula before traversing the Bering Sea where it would step over the International Date Line, and continue it's tortuous journey up the Aleutian Islands, and finally come to a stop in the Alaskan capital of Anchorage, 9,671 miles away.  That is a lot of Muslims!
  	Conversely, if we were to use the same Pence coins to represent the number of missionaries serving the Muslims in the world, that line of Pence coins would start at where I am standing and reach only as far as the back door of this room.  Can you see the problem?
	If we were to take the same criteria for North America (U.S.A. and Canada), an area with nearly 300 million people, we would be astonished to find that the number of missionaries or pastors permitted to work there would be only 150, squeezed into a paltry 8 churches!  In reality, the figures are quite different.  Though the U.S. only makes up 7% of the world's population, 96% of all Christian money spent worldwide is consumed by them, while a staggering 94% of all full-time Christian personnel remain and work within it's borders.  Somehow the message of Romans 15 is not being taught in that part of the world.
	In fact, according to the latest statistics, there are more missionaries serving in the state of Alaska, one of our least populated states, than in the entire Muslim world.  And this problem is not unique to the U.S.  In Kenya, one of the world's most Christianized countries, there are over 5,000 missionaries, which is 3 times the number who work in the Muslim world.
	With statistics like these, one does not have to exaggerate to say that Muslims are, indeed, the most unreached group today, and unless we begin to take Paul's call not to build on another's foundation more seriously, Islam will continue to be the most unreached group for a long time to come.

III	How should we Evangelize?  (vss. 17-19)
	How, then, should we go about evangelizing?  To answer that I am going to stoop to alliteration and apply Paul's teaching in this chapter to that of Presence, Proclamation, Power, and Preaching.
	  1) Presence (18b):
	In verse 18b Paul says that the gentiles were lead to obey God "by what [he] said and [did]."  They were impressed by his personal testimony, because he did what he said he would do.  This is in sharp contrast to the Muslim habit of saying "Inshalla" whenever they made a commitment (many times, as we find, with no intention of carrying out its requirements).
	We are called to live amongst those with whom we have come to share the gospel, to learn their customs, speak their languages, understand their world-view, and be a presence for the Lord, consistent with the style of life which Jesus Christ modeled for us when He lived on the earth.  Lifestyle evangelism is the new popularized term which has been given to this form of evangelism.
	  2) Proclaiming (19b):
	But that is not enough.  In verse 19b Paul goes on to say that he, "fully proclaimed the gospel."  He didn't just live it.  He didn't just go around being nice to everyone, and hoping that somehow it would wear off on them.  No he actively communicated the gospel, spoke it out audibly, proclaiming it first in the Synagogues, and when he was thrown out of them and into the market-places, he proclaimed it there; and when he was thrown into prison, he continued proclaiming the gospel even there.  This is what we do best at Speaker's Corner.
	  3) Power (19a):
	Having a presence and proclaiming the gospel is yet not enough.  For in the first part of verse 19, Paul claims that he used, "the power of signs and miracles."  This is a supernatural testimony, which, when people see it, can only conclude that indeed God is involved.  The power of God's miraculous might gives authority to the witness of God's truth.  Many times in Jesus's ministry, He carried out miracles immediately before he was going to preach or teach.  It was a way of giving Him authority.
	We need to do the same.  We need to realize that God is alive and well in our day and age, and "greater things than these" will we be able to do as well.  It would be great if we could see demonstration of God's supernatural power while we were arguing and debating at Hyde Park, or whenever we are in discussion with Muslims throughout the week.  We should expect to see demons flee, and people healed, as long as the miracles don't become an end in themselves.
	  4) Preaching Christ alone (17)
	Finally, in verse 17 we find Paul maintaining that in all he did he "[gloried] in Christ Jesus."  This means that in all he did and said, he continued pointing to Jesus.  Jesus was the center of his message, the focus of all that he preached and taught.
	We too, must make Jesus the focus of our message.  Too often we get caught up with tertiary issues with Muslims, many times spending hours talking about the economy, law or politics.  While I am not saying these issues are not important, I do contend that they need to be used to bring about the real criteria between us; and that is, what we do with Jesus Christ.
	Muslims have only their Qur'an, a book, to point to for their authority.  We have our Bible, and yet so much more.  For we have the word of God Himself, resident within our hearts.  The testimony of what Christ has done and is continuing to do for each one of us is the best argument and proof-text one could have.  It is living, current, and unfalsifiable.  It completely dumfounds the wisdom of this world.  And it is the best weapon we have in our arsenal.  Let's use it for the Kingdom of God.

IV	What Results? (Vs. 21)
	What were the results of Paul's teachings?  In verse 21 we read that, "Those who were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard, will understand."  People were brought to the Lord because of Paul's Presence, his Proclamation, the Power of God, and the fact that he Preached Christ alone.  Paul had a vision for those who were lost which we need to copy.  He had a heart for the gentiles, and he had results.  And for what reason?   In verse 16 we saw, that it was so the Gentiles could be saved, and therefore, share in the relationship with Christ which we all have now.
	But Paul never stayed put.  He was always moving on to find new audiences, so as not to build upon the foundations of others.  Even at the time of this writing Paul was moving on.  In verses 23 and 24 we find that he was on his way to Rome, and then on to Spain.  Rome was the seat of the civilized world in his day, and the city which stood the firmest against that which the gospel taught.  They, like the Muslims today, were the most difficult to crack, and Paul was heading their way, now that "there was no more place for him to work."
	London is much like Rome was then.  Islam is making a beach-head into Europe through London.  Fully half of the 2 million Muslims in England live in London, and it has become the headquarters for many international Muslim groups, and the publishing capital of Da'wah activity for Islam worldwide.  It is from here that Muslims hope to conquer the rest of Europe, a continent where Protestants have slipped since 1985 to third place behind Islam (with 8.7 million adherents).  And world-wide, in the last five years Islam has grown by 95 million, while in the same period Protestants have grown by only 12 million.  In fact, Islam is the only religion which is growing faster than the birth rate, so that by the year 2,000 Islam will have a 1.2 billion population and will surpass Catholics as the largest religion in the world.
	What will be our response to Islam then?  What is our response to Islam here in London now?  Are we willing to go where the need is the greatest?  Are we willing to leave our comfortable friendships and make relationships with Muslims, many of whom come from another country, and another mind-set?  Are we willing to give our time and energy to them?  I do hope so? 

Matt. 11: 12= "From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful men lay hold of it."

